The future of tropical medicine in Europe. Opportunities for intersectoral cooperation.
The author provides a brief history of tropical medicine and describes how it has evolved since its creation at the end of the 19th century. The author proposes a working definition of tropical diseases, including their geographical distribution and their socioeconomic conditions prevailing in these regions. Currently tropical medicine is in danger of fragmenting into a number of subspecialties or being absorbed into the subspecialties of other medical sectors. The broad interdisciplinary nature of tropical medicine may be its weakness, but also its particular strength. The effective interplay between four major areas of work makes it different from other specialties. These are biomedical sciences, medical care, epidemiology and the social sciences. This intersectoral approach should also lead to stronger synergisms between scientists in Europe and institutions in the South.